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ACTING MUNICIPAL MANAGER

NIL

NOTED

PROPERTY RATES POLICY, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE MUNICIPAL
PROPERTY RATES ACT 6 OF 2004

Councillor Fritz stated that the Rates Policy was based on valuations
which had been done in June 2008, i.e. the values of those properties at
that time. He added that since property owners’ rates have been
changed, they have not been granted an opportunity to lodge an appeal.
He sought clarity on increases in rates values of up to a R1 000 000,00.
He also cited examples of increases of R30 000 to R40 000 in instances
where properties had allegedly been undervalued previously.

Councillor Bobo objected, stating that the issues raised by Councillor Fritz
related to the valuation of properties and not the policy under discussion.

Councillor Montes expressed the viewpoint that the examples cited by
Councillor Fritz would give an indication of how the Rates Policy dictated
the outcomes of the valuations process.

Councillor Bobo said it was his understanding that even though the policy
dictated who etc should be rated, it was separate from the valuation

process and that the issues should thus be raised when the valuations are
addressed.

Councillor Fritz, in referring to the recommendations set out on pages 733
and 734, and in particular the amendments listed, stated that the
Democratic Alliance would not accept it as it had not been
presented/taken to the communities affected thereby.

Councillor Sityi said that it is her understanding that Councillor Fritz was
speaking to the matter of the product of the general valuations process
and the objections individuals have thereto, on the one hand, and the
impact the policy under discussion for adoption by the Council will have
thereon and on property values. She added that the matter of people not
having access to the valuation roll and means of submitting objections
had been discussed with the Executive Mayor and that there is an
agreement in place for the Finance Directorate to do roadshows thereon,

as well as in respect of the matter of indigents, to facilitate implementation
on 1 July 2009.






