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	Functions of the Auditor General:

The Auditor General shall, in addition to the powers and functions conferred upon him in terms of Section 193 of the Constitution, have the powers and perform the duties specified in this Act.

The Auditor General shall perform the functions vested in him, in accordance with the provisions of this Act, in relation to:

· The accounts which shall be audited;

· The procedure according to which auditing shall be done; and

· The steps to be taken by the Auditor General as a result of the audit.

The Auditor General may at his discretion determine the nature and extent of the audit to be carried out and request the details and statements of account, which he considers necessary. The Auditor General may also determine the format in which and the date

on which such details, statements of account and financial statements shall be submitted to him.

The Auditor General shall reasonably satisfy himself that:

· Reasonable precautions have been taken to safeguard the proper collection of money to which an audit in terms of this Act relates, and that the laws and instructions relating thereto have been duly observed;

· Reasonable precautions have been taken in connection with the receipt, custody and issue of, and accounting for, property, money, stamps, securities, equipment, stores, trust money, trust property and other assets;

· Receipts, payments and other transactions are made in accordance with the applicable laws and instructions and are supported by adequate vouchers; and

· Satisfactory management measures have been taken to ensure that resources are procured economically and utilised efficiently and effectively.

The Auditor General may in writing require any person in the employment of an institution, whose accounts are being audited by him, to appear before him at a time and place mentioned in the request and to produce to him all such records, books, vouchers and documents in the possession of or under the control of such person as the Auditor General may deem necessary for the exercise of his powers or the performance of his duties. 

The Auditor General and any person referred to in section 4 shall have:

· The right, without payment, to investigate and to make extracts from any record, book, document and other information of an institution whose accounts are being audited by him;

· The right to investigate whether any property, money, stamps, securities, equipment, stores, trust money, trust property and other assets of an institution whose accounts are being audited by him have been obtained in an economical manner, and are being applied efficiently and effectively; and

· The right to investigate and to enquire into any matter, including the efficiency and effectiveness of internal control and management measures, relating to expenditure by and the revenue of an institution whose accounts are being audited by him.

The Auditor General or any person referred to in section 4 may administer an oath to or accept an affirmation from and interrogate under oath or upon affirmation, any person whom he thinks fit to interrogate, in connection with the receipt, custody, payment or issue of property, money, stamps, securities, equipment, stores, trust money, trust property and other assets to which the provisions of this Act and the Constitution apply. The Auditor General shall not be required to reveal the identity of the person referred to in this paragraph. 

The Auditor General may require the department of State, provincial department or statutory body concerned, to make available free of charge, while the audit is being carried out, suitable office accommodation, other facilities and logistical support reasonably required for the proper carrying out of the audit.

The Auditor General may on such conditions as he may determine co-operate with persons, institutions and associations in the Republic and in any other countries, and take such steps, as he may deem necessary in order to promote or develop his functions and government auditing in the Republic or elsewhere.

Subject to section 10 of the Powers and Privileges of Parliament Act, 1963 (Act No. 91 of 1963), or any corresponding provision of a provincial Act, the Auditor General, any person referred to in section 4 or any person acting under the authority of the Auditor General, shall not be liable in his capacity in any civil or criminal proceedings in respect of anything done in good faith:

· In the performance of any duty or the exercise of any power imposed or conferred upon him in terms of this Act or any other law; and

· In giving evidence or an explanation or producing any document before a committee of Parliament or of a provincial legislature in connection with a report of the Auditor General.


	Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 3(1).

Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 3(2).

Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 3(3).

Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 3(4).

Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 3(5)(a).

Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 3(5)(b).

Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 3(5)(c).

Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 3(5)(d).

Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 3(6).

Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 3(7).


	Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing


	Auditor General

Auditor General

Auditor General

Auditor General

Auditor General

Auditor General

Auditor General

Auditor General

Auditor General

Auditor General


	No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No 

No 


	

	2.

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11


	Reports of the Auditor General:

The Auditor General shall submit a report to the provincial legislature concerned on the auditing of the accounts of an accounting officer on the provincial government level, and a statutory body established or constituted by or under any law on provincial government level or is under control of a province and whose accounts shall be audited by the Auditor General.

The Auditor General shall, not less than seven days before the date on which he submits a report referred to above and in subsection 193(7) of the Constitution, to Parliament or a provincial legislature, transmit a copy thereof to:

· Each Minister;

· The Member of the Executive Council of a province who is entrusted with the financial matters of such province;

· The chairperson of the Council or board of a statutory body; and

· The accounting officer concerned.

Subject to paragraph 2.9, a report referred to in section 193(2) of the Constitution, in respect of the accounts of a local government, shall be transmitted by the Auditor General to the chairperson of the Council of the local government concerned.

When the Auditor General transmits a report referred to in paragraph 2.3 to the chairperson of the Council, the Auditor General shall also transmit a copy thereof to the accounting officer of the local government concerned and if necessary to the provincial Director-General concerned.

The chairperson of the Council shall after receipt of a report from the Auditor General submit that report not later than at the second succeeding ordinary meeting of the local government, which shall not take place behind closed doors, for discussion and to decide what corrective steps, if any, are to be taken. The Auditor General or his representative may clarify such meeting if he deems it to be in the public interest.

Within 30 days after the date of the meeting referred to in paragraph 2.5, the chairperson of the Council shall submit a copy of the minutes of that meeting containing the comments of the local government in regard to the report and indicating what steps were taken or are to be taken in connection with any matter revealed by the report, to the Auditor General, and to the provincial Director-General concerned.

For the purposes of section 2 a reference to “chairperson” means the chairperson or mayor, as the case may be, of the local government.

The Auditor General may also cause to be included a report on the auditing of the accounts and financial statements which he in terms of this Act or any other law is required to audit, and which is signed by him or a person in the Office designated by him, in the annual report of the institution concerned. 

A report referred to in Section 193(2) of the Constitution in respect of the accounts:

· Of a local government shall not be submitted to the provincial legislature concerned or a body of such legislature concerned or a body of such legislature designated for this purpose; and

· Of a local government, and of any statutory body established or constituted by or under any law on provincial government level or is under control of a province, shall not be submitted to Parliament in terms of section 193(7) of the Constitution,

Except where the Auditor General deems it to be in the public interest, in which case he may submit such report, to the provincial legislature or to Parliament, as the case may be, or to a body of such legislature or of Parliament designated for such purpose.

The Auditor General may, whenever he deems it to be in the public interest, report on any matter concerning the powers vested in him and submit such report to Parliament or the provincial legislature concerned or a body of Parliament or a provincial legislature designated for this purpose.

The Auditor General shall report on accounts established by:

· The Security Services Special Account Act, 1969 (Act No. 81 of 1969);

· The Defence Special Account Act, 1974 (Act No. 6 of 1974); and

· The Secret Services Act, 1978 (Act No. 56 of 1978).

With due regard to the special nature of the accounts, and shall limit such report to the extent which he, after consultation with the President, the Minister of Finance and the responsible Minister, may determine. Provided that the reporting on any unauthorised expenditure or other irregularity shall not be so limited, except in respect of the disclosure of facts which will be to the detriment of the national interest.
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	Additional Directives to Auditor General in Connection with Reports on Accounts:

When reporting on any accounts as required by section 2, the Auditor General shall draw attention to material cases:

· Where in his opinion a grant has been exceeded or has been utilised for a service or for a purpose other than that for which it was intended;

· Where the utilisation of resources for a service is in his opinion uneconomical, inefficient or ineffective or not conducive to the best interests of the State or the statutory body concerned;

· Where the use or custody of property, money, stamps, securities, equipment, stores, trust money, trust property, or other assets occurs in such a manner which is or may be to the detriment of the State or the Statutory body concerned;

· Of unauthorised expenditure which in the course of the exercise of his powers or performance of his duties comes to his attention. Provided that the Auditor General shall list all unauthorised expenditure which has so come to his attention;

· Where in his opinion the applicable internal control and management measures are inefficient or ineffective; and

· With regard to any other matter which in his opinion should in the public interest be brought to the notice of Parliament or the provincial legislature concerned, or a local government or statutory body, as the circumstances may require.
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	4.
	Personnel of Auditor General:

The Auditor General shall perform the functions assigned to him by the Act or any other law with the assistance of persons appointed in the Office in terms of the Audit Arrangements Act, and such other persons as he may appoint at his discretion against payment of such remuneration as may be agreed upon with such other persons and subject to such directives as the Auditor General may deem expedient.


	Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 6.
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	Deputy Auditor General shall carry out certain Instructions:

. 

The Deputy Auditor General shall subject to his duties as accounting officer and Head of the Office in terms of the Audit Arrangement Act, with regard to matters referred to in sections 1,2 and 3, carry out the instructions given to him from time to time by the Auditor General.


	Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 7.
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	Cost of Auditing:

The cost of auditing, as determined by the Auditor General, in respect of all the accounts audited by him in terms of this Act or any other law, shall be defrayed from the fund or account concerned, as the case may be, within 90 days after the receipt of an account. Provided that the Treasury may in any case where it deems it expedient, direct that another fund or account may be charged with such expenditure. Provided further that the basis according to which audit costs are determined, shall be determined by the Auditor General in consultation with the Audit Commission.

The cost referred to in paragraph 6.1 may in respect of audits contemplated in section 193(2) and (4) of the Constitution, include interest on outstanding accounts at a rate prescribed in terms of section 1(2) of the Prescribed Rate of Interest Act, 1975 (Act No. 55 of 1975).

If circumstances in his opinion justify it, the Auditor General may recover an amount less than the cost of auditing, or no cost or interest charges at all, from the fund or account concerned.

If the cost of the auditing of a statutory body for any financial year concerned exceeds one percent of the total current and capital expenditure of such body for that financial year as the Auditor General may determine, such costs shall, to the extent to which it exceeds one percent, as the Auditor General may determine, be defrayed from a vote designated by the Director-General: State Expenditure.
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	Delegation of Powers:

The Auditor General may, subject to such conditions as he may determine, delegate or assign any power or duty conferred or imposed upon him by or under this Act, except the power conferred upon him by this section, to a person referred to in section 4.


	Auditor General Act, 1995. Section 9.
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	Transitional Provision:

The Auditor General may also submit a report prepared in respect of:
· A provincial administration, self governing territory as defined in section 38(1) of the Self-governing Territories Constitution Act, 1971 (Act No. 21 of 1971), statutory body or any other institution as it existed before the commencement of the Constitution; and

· The former Republic of Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei, or an institution the auditing of which was assigned to the Auditor General concerned of such a Republic,

Which report has been or is to be submitted to Parliament after the commencement of the Constitution, to the provincial legislature of each province referred to in section 124 of the Constitution to which the report may relate.
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